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Semantic HTML tags like <header>, <nav>, <main>, <article>, and <footer>
provide meaningful structure to your page,  They help organize content clearly
and replace generic <div> elements with tags that actually describe their
purpose.

Why It Matters: Assistive technologies like screen readers use these tags
to understand and navigate a page. For instance, a <nav> tag tells them,
"Here are the navigation links," while <main> points to the page's primary
content. These cues make the web easier to explore for everyone.

Bonus tip: Using semantic HTML isn’t just good for accessibility, it can also
improve your site’s SEO. Search engines like Google rely on the structure of
your HTML to better understand your content. When you use meaningful
tags like <article> or <nav>, you're helping search engines index your
pages more accurately, which can lead to better rankings and visibility. 

Making the web accessible means building digital spaces that everyone can
enjoy, including people with disabilities. In this Handbook, we’ll explore how
thoughtful HTML practices, like using semantic tags and ARIA roles, can help to
create a more inclusive internet. Along the way, you’ll also see how accessibility
can boost SEO and help meet important legal standards.

Semantic Tags: The
Foundation of Structure

Introduction



Why Should Developers
Care?
Accessibility isn’t optional, it’s a responsibility.

User Experience:  More than a billion people around the world live with some form
of disability. Designing with accessibility in mind means making sure they can
navigate, interact with, and enjoy your site just like anyone else.

SEO Benefits:  Using semantic HTML and ARIA not only helps users, it also helps
search engines understand your content better, which can boost your visibility
online.

Legal Compliance:  Accessibility isn’t just good practice, it’s the law. Guidelines
like WCAG and regulations such as the ADA require websites to be accessible,
and ignoring them can lead to legal trouble.

Ethical Responsibility:  At the end of the day, inclusive design is simply the right
thing to do. The web should be for everyone, and accessibility helps make that
vision a reality.

ARIA (Accessible Rich
Internet Applications):
Enhancing Interactivity
ARIA roles and attributes help fill in the gaps where native HTML falls short,
especially when it comes to dynamic content or custom UI elements. They
ensure that assistive technologies can understand and interact with those parts
of your site.

Use Case:  Need to let users know something
important changed on the screen like a form error?
Adding role="alert" can instantly notify screen
readers. And if you’re using icons without visible
labels (like a gear icon for settings), an aria-label
helps describe what they do for assistive tech.

Best Practice:  Think of ARIA as a way to enhance
your HTML, not replace it. For example, using a
semantic <button> with aria-expanded="true"
gives screen reader users helpful context, like
whether a dropdown is open or closed.



Practical Tips for Your
Next Project
1. Start with Semantic HTML: Use
appropriate tags to structure your content
logically.

2. Leverage ARIA Wisely: Add roles and
attributes only where native HTML falls
short.

3. Test with Assistive Tech: Use tools like
screen readers (e.g., NVDA, VoiceOver) to
experience your site as others do.

4. Follow WCAG Guidelines: Aim for at
least Level AA compliance to meet most
legal requirements.

Conclusion
In conclusion, accessibility in HTML isn’t just a bonus, it’s essential. In
conclusion, accessibility in HTML is not merely a bonus; it is essential. By
embracing semantic tags, thoughtfully implementing ARIA, and championing
inclusivity, we have the power to create a web that serves everyone. Let us
commit to writing code that empowers all users. Using semantic tags, ARIA,
and inclusivity, we can create a web for everyone. Let’s write empowering code!
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Connect With Me
I’m Leonardo Moura, a Senior Front-End Developer with over 18+ years of
experience, holding a Bachelor’s in Information Systems and a Post-Graduation
In Web Design & Development. I’m passionate about creating inclusive digital
experiences and currently serve as a Game Content Creation Professor at
Seneca Polytechnic. Beyond tech, I’m a Certified Life Insurance Agent and a
world champion sim racer in iRacing’s Off-Road Trucks category, using my
platform to support charitable causes. Let’s connect to make the web more
accessible and inclusive!


